
Catherine, Called Birdy:      FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
WHAT IS  THE  MEANING  OF? 
 
Page 17: 
“Little Bird, in the world to come, you will not be 
asked ‘Why were you not George?’ or ‘Why were 
you not Perkin?’ but ‘Why were you not 
Catherine?’” 
 
Page 104-105 / 106: 
“You are lucky, Little Bird, for you have wings.   
But you must learn to master them.   Look at the 
baron’s hawk there on her perch.  Just because 
she doesn’t flap her wings all the time doesn’t 
mean she can’t fly.” 
“But, my dear,” she went on, “I flap my wings at 
times, choose my fights carefully, get things 
done, understand my limitations, trust in God and 
a few people, and here I am.  I survive, and 
sometimes even enjoy.” 
 
Page 108: 
When I was little, I used to try to capture the 
colored light.   I thought I could hold it in my hand 
and carry it home.   Now I know it is like 
happiness--It is there or it is not, you cannot hold 
it or keep it. 
 


