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WADA Tuesday 29 Tiovenber 4o
UNITED STATES SHIP Y (IL)-L;)e d i j)_g;rir_‘lg)l L1959
ZoNE DESCRIPTION;_-_:EL__ ‘ REMARKS.
NARA, Date —
0 to 4 By ——

Moored sterboard side to Texcco Pontoon five and a half miles below Lankow, Chinec
with the following 5/8" wire lines, bow, bow breast, forward bow srring, forward
quarter soring and stern line. Boilsr /2 in uses for auxiliary purposes.

- G. URKUHART, Lieutensnti (jg), U.3. Favy.

4 to &
Moored as before. it 0620 hunting
a Jepanese cunboa Acown—bound, name

of three men left the ship. it 072C

own, W
UPZUIL’LRT, Lieutenznt (jg), UuJ. Yuvy.

5 to 12

Moored ¢s before. Made routine deily insnection of magezines end cnoiieless nowder
ed all prepsrations for gectting underway. A&t 1124 underweyr on various courses ¢
various speeds for Standard 0il Co. pontocn, Captcin et the conn, nilat ans
neviFgtor on the bridge. £t 1135 meoored starbozrd cide in Ctendard C11 Zo.. lower
pontoon ¢t mileage four below Iankow wit™ the followine 53/6" wire Lites, boo, how
breast, forward bow gspring, fTorwerd auarter spring and ctern line. ot L

the main ensines. 2 boiler in uca_Tor SLEAanLAC puUrnNoscs.

o UdQUiwllT, Licut-onant (32}, T.o. LuTy.

12 to 16 ;
Lt 1u30 ¥/V I'FUNG passed stonding “own river. Lt 1549 conpleted prevzratlions ond
comnicnced fueling; draft upon corriiencing Tueling S'-0%™, .t 1415 115

passed standing upriver. &% 1538 cousleted fueling licving received 25,421 gzllons
of Junker B fucl:"i‘ron Socuny, lankow, Appnd; draft on connletion o

lidvead LV UOL

L P S,
ewe nQAVY,

(iY, Lieutcnant, 1

16 to 20
Moored cs bofore.

Licutcnont, U.l. javy.

20 to 24
soored as vefore.

Lieutensnt, 7.5, Luvyr.

samples, conditionsnormzl. it 10C0 hunting party returned aboard. ot 1055 couplet+

166 securec

T Teling 7'-1y!

Approved: N\ L~T'5 | nicncoTT, Examined: S A Cooe
Lieutenant Comnmuander, Usl, a TILCHLDYY

Comrtind ing . Lieutonont, 7. 8. 0, Nastgator

(Ortirinal (rihhon) conv nf this nagn to he sent to Bureau of Navigation monthly.)
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USS Panav was representative of the new gunboats. She
was named after one of the larger islands in the Phihippines
An earlier gunboat 1n the Philippines had also carried that
name. Aboard her. dutv was among some of the best. Panay
and a sister ship, Oahu, had been built in 192~ from identical
plans and specifications at Kiangnan Dock & Engineering
Works in Shanghai. Chinese shipvard workers had predicted
a bad time for Panay because she had expenienced a fire dur-
ing construction and had stuck on the ways at launching. But
once afloat. all seemed to go well. Both ships were specially
designed for the Yangtze and were little fit for any other
service. even coastal patrol. Their hulls were low to the water
and therr drafts were shallow—about five and a half feet for.
ward and aft. Their bottoms were completely flat, without a
trace of a keel running beneath the hullplates. They could
ground on a Yangtze sandbar as harmlessly as a soap dish and
could be dragged o1 floated off equally easilv. Seen at a dis-
tance running at flank speed in the river, one of the gunboats
might appear to be a sinking ship, with deck apparently at
water level and a captain intent on driving her under in one
last, grand gesture. But resting at anchor, all gleaming white

paint and glistening mahogany, Panav and the others looked
commodious and even stvhish. And when “dressed” with flags
from bow to stern for a national hohdav. she could cut a
knobby enough figure to have run with the brokers’ vachts at
a Harvard-Yale boat race.

Panay was lightly armed for a ship of war. But gunboats as
a class were spawned bv a certain damned-if-I-care-if-the.
natives-are-restless approach to imperialism; they were only
intended to fight against an enemy seriously outgunned from
the start. On a platform forward and slightly below the bridge.
and again on the open upper deck above the stern, Punay
carried 3-inch guns. The guns were mounted behind steel
splinter shields thick enough to deflect rifle fire even at close
range; sniping from ashore by bandits was a common danger.
Both guns, however, were capable of elevating to a vertical
position for defense against aircraft.

Panay's upper deck was a spacious tropical veranda that her
crew called the Palm Gardens. It ran nearly the length of the
ship one level above the hull and provided a roof for most of
the maindeck cabins. On each side of the upper deck about
midship were placed .3o-caliber Lewis antiaircraft machine
guns, eight in all. These were also behind heavy, oblong
splinter shields that looked a bit like upended water troughs.
Each gun mounted a simple ring sight of World War I vin-
tage. But a good gunner had to have a skeet shooter’s instinct
for a wing shot if he were to score a hit on anvthing moving
much faster than a river pirate's junk.
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Viddred S McCov shown with her Bov's son holding
her pekingese puppy. "lex”.



